
Are you 
married or 

in a civil 
partnership

?

Do you have 
children?

Spouse or civil partner will get everything

• Spouse will get first £270,000, all personal 
possessions and half of the remainder. 

• Children get half of anything above £270,000 
when they reach 18.

YES

YES

NO

Do you 
have 

children?

NO

Your estate will be 
split equally 

between your 
children

YES

NO Do you 
have 

parents?

Your estate will be 
split equally 

between your 
parents

YES

Do you 
have 

siblings?

Your estate will be 
split equally 

between your 
siblings and 

descendants of 
deceased siblings. If 

you have no full 
siblings it will be 
shared between 

your half siblings.

YES

NO Do you 
have 

grand-
parents?

Your estate will be 
split equally between 

your grandparents

YES

Do you 
have 

aunts & 
uncles?

Your estate will be 
split equally 

between your 
aunts and uncles. If 

you have no full 
aunts and uncles, it 

will be shared 
between half aunts 

and uncles

YES

Your entire 
estate will 
pass to the 

crown

NONO

The Rules 

of Intestacy
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NO

For deaths in England & 

Wales


